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both demanded the sacrifice, and lie made it instantly and

cheerfully.

He had teen written to, and offered the charge of ai>
academy in Fryeburg, Maine, which.was at that time a " Prov
ince" of Massachusetts. This town is at the head of the
Saeo Kiver,not far from the border of New Hampshire, near
the foot of the "White Mountains, and opposite to the town of
Conway. He purchased a horse for twenty-five dollars, and,
with his wardrobe and such books as he could carry in his
saddle-bags, made his way across the country. He found the
village of his destination a new one, but it was growing
rapidly, and had already an intelligent population, in which
the learned professions were all duly represented by " men of
information and conversable manners," as he described them in
one of his letters. His salary was fixed at the rate of three
hundred and fifty dollars a year, but his engagement was for
only six months. As he had come there, to earn money, he
availed himself of an accidental source of further supply, in the
humble occupation of copying deeds. It so happened that he
went to board in the family of James Osgood, Esq., registrar
of deeds for the then newly-created county of Oxford. This
gentleman, Mr."Webster tells us in his autobiography, "was
not clerical in and of himself, and his registration was to be
done by deputy."

" The fee for recording at full length a common deed, in. a large fair
hand, and with the care requisite to ayoid errors, was two shillings and
three pence." Mr. Osgood proposed to me that I should do this writing,
and that of the two shillings and three pence for each deed I should hare
one shilling and six pence. I greedily seized on so tempting an offer,
and set to work. Of a long winter's evening I could copy two deeds,
and that was half'a dollar. Four evenings in a week earned two
dollars; and two dollars a week paid my board. This appeared to me
to he a very thriving condition, for my three hundred and fifty dol-
lars' salary as a school-master was thus going on without abatement
or deduction for mvers. I hope yet to have an opportunity to see once
more the first volume of the records of deeds for the county of Oxford.
It is now near thirty years since I copied into it the last ' witness my
hand and seal,' and I have not seen its outside since. But the ache is not
yet out of my fingers, for noMog has ever been so laborious to me aa
writing, when under the necessity of writing a good hand."1
1 Autobiography.